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Carmen Hamilton is an IPFW junior pursuing a B.A. in History, and certificates in 
psychological research and international studies. With no prior interest in comic book heroes, 
Carmen’s research for this paper began as an effort to test the validity of an Episode of Comedy 
Central’s Drunk History, “Drunk History Atlanta: Stetson Kennedy Infiltrates the KKK.” 
 
Abstract 
  
This paper will explain how a southern folklorist played an instrumental role in preventing a 
nationwide spread of the Ku Klux Klan in the 1940’s, and in teaching a generation of young 
radio-listeners to take a stand against prejudice and hate. Following World War Two, the KKK 
attempted a nationwide resurgence, led by the Klan chapter in Atlanta, Georgia. Stetson 
Kennedy, who for $10 purchased a white robe and infiltrated the Atlanta Klan under a false 
name, revealed secret information, such as meeting times and locations, hit lists, and sources of 
funding, to local and federal investigators, as well as to the writers of the popular radio program 
“Superman.” In a series of sixteen episodes titled “Superman and the Clan of the Fiery Cross” 
the caped hero battled a group of fictional villains modeled after the KKK.  Thanks to Kennedy, 
the Klan’s prejudice and attempts to gain power were brought to nationwide attention: its non-
profit status was revoked, and its members humiliated when their activities and rituals were 
revealed and mocked on a children’s radio program. 
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